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Mónica Mayer (Mexico City, 1954), studied visual arts at the Escuela Nacional de Artes Plásticas in Mexico City and in 1980 obtained a masters degree in sociology of art at Goddard College while participating at the Feminist Studio Workshop en Los Angeles, California.      

Her work has been exhibited in over 100 group exhibitions in Mexico, the U.S. and Europe and has had solo exhibitions among others at: Casa del Lago (1977), en el Museo Carrillo Gil (1987), Lourdes Chumacero gallery  (1990), Pino Suárez subway station (1990), Auditorio subway station  (1993), Jardín de las Esculturas, Xalapa, Ver (1993)The National Gallery en Kingston, Jamaica (1996), Centro Cultural Candido Mendes in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (1997), El Colegio de Arquitectos in Pichinche, Ecuador (1997), the artists run gallery  Pinto mi Raya (1989, 1992), the Trotsky Museum (1999), the Centro Cultural San Angel (1999)  en México D.F., La Masmédula Galería (1999), Brooklyn Museum, Global Feminism, New York, 2007.  
A major area of Mayer’s work has been performance art.  In 1983 she formed Polvo de Gallina Negra, the first feminist art group in Mexico with Maris Bustamante. The group presented performances in the media and different social interventions.  Mayer also formed the group Tlacuilas y Retrateras, another feminist art group integrated by the participants in a two year workshop she gave to artists and art historians. Mayer has also performed on her own or with Victor Lerma in different festivals in Mexico and Japan, as well as presenting her work in museums. However, most of her performance pieces are social interventions designed specifically for each place and situation. Since 1989 she has participated in Pinto mi Raya with Victor Lerma, which is an on-going piece on the Mexican art system (www.pintomiraya.com.mx). She is co-director of the Pinto mi Raya archive, which specializes in contemporary Mexican art.  
Mayer has published articles in different art magazines and e-zines, including  Poliester,  Comunicación Visual, Mundo Celular, Tentación, Tierra Adentro, Generación, Curare, Réplica 21, Artte.com, La Pala  (all in Mexico),  N-Paradoxa, Performance Research (in Britain) and Artecontexto (Spain) and since 1988 she has had a weekly column on art in El Universal, one of the most important newspapers in Mexico. In 2004, she published three books: Rosa chillante: mujeres y performance en México (AVJediciones, CONACULTA), Pinto mi Raya (co-authored with Victor Lerma, Editorial Santillana) and Las mujeres que no se fueron (with a photo-essay by Juan Carlos Reyes García, Instituto de la Mujer Oaxaqueña Ediciones) and in 2006 Escandalario: los artistas y la distribución del arte (AVJediciones). 
